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The disciples were sent out 2 by 2 to prepare the way for Jesus.  Jesus told them to say, “Peace
to this household” and “The kingdom of God is at hand for you.”  What else did they say?
Surely, they said something more.  What else do you think they said?
What were they proclaiming? Telling stories of Jesus, how he walked on water, raised a dead
person back to life, healed a blind man?  Did they tell some of his parables - with a spoiler alert?
Did they teach them songs? Maybe they gave them rules for life or taught the 8 beatitudes?

Whatever they said, I think it is safe to say that they proclaimed that God is our Father and may
have taught them to pray the “Our Father” and that God loves each of them - that God’s love is
tender and nourishing like it says in the first reading, “as a mother who comforts her child so will
I comfort you.” - like a child nursing at the breast, carried in his mother’s arms and fondled in her
lap.  That is tender love.

This is God’s love for each person, not just for a privileged class of people. In the Jewish
community of Jesus’ time, it seemed that there was a privileged class - the Jewish leaders and
those who followed their rules.  It was clear that God loved them but those who were sinners,
tax collectors, sick and poor - they were ostracized from the community.  The Jewish leaders did
not embrace them as the beloved children of God.  The way Jesus treated people starkly
contrasted the idea of a privileged class by speaking about and showing God’s love in particular
for the forgotten class.  Early Christianity continued this way of expressing God’s love for every
person.

In the Early church in the midst of pagan empire Christians stood out in two very significant
ways, the way women and children were treated.

1. Women:  Women were treated with respect among Christians (marriage and the
marriage bed was respected) but among the Roman’s (women were objects to be used
by men for their pleasure or as slaves and marriage was not respected).  Because of this
there were many female converts to Christianity.

2. Children:  Christians loved children.  Roman’s left children in the sewer ditches to die of
exposure while Christians did not.  Christians would rescue those children who were left
to die of exposure.  Christians welcomed children and made the sacrifices necessary to
raise them.

The first Christians lived out God’s particular, tender love for each person, especially for women
and children.  They were manifesting the Kingdom of God.

In the Church today, do these two things stand out?  The treatment of women and children?
1. How are women treated?  The Church upholds the dignity of women.  Women are equal

to men in dignity while complementary in gender. A man and a woman form a team and
go into the world as a pair like the 72 in today's Gospel send out 2 by 2.  The Church
says that women are not objects to be used by men and that lust should have no place
in marriage or in relations between men and women.  This is quite obviously contrary to
our present culture in the way women are portrayed in the media, for example.  Here’s



one example of our culture.  After the overturning of Roe v Wade a week ago, there has
been a huge increase of men across the nation seeking vasectomies.  Many of these
men are young, single men.  Presumably they want the pleasure of the marital act and
without abortion to bail them out should the woman get pregnant, they are seeking
another way to make sure they can use women for their pleasure without the
consequences.  The world does not respect women or marriage or the marriage bed.
The Church, the Kingdom of God, does.

2. Babies:  I think it is clear that the modern version of exposure of children leaving them to
dies has a strong correlation to abortion.  In the face of this the Church says that
abortion is wrong and Catholic do more than anyone else to help women and families to
keep their children and to raise them through the aid of pregnancy resource centers.  In
the Kingdom of God we make sacrifices necessary to welcome and raise children.  They
are our future and our joy.

Tomorrow we celebrate 246 years as a nation.  I ask, “Do we have a future?”
If we live the kingdom of God and welcome others to live in it by first encountering God, the one
who loves us, I believe that we do.  However, if we are to have a future we must value marriage
as the proper place for marital intimacy, we must honor the dignity of women and we must
welcome and embrace children.

Who will lead?
In the Gospel we get some indication of what Jesus expects.  Consider the numbers - 1, 3, 12,
72.  Jesus is the one who had 3 close collaborators, Peter, James and John.  He chose 12
apostles and sent out 72 to proclaim the Kingdom of God with the power of the Holy Spirit.  This
mirrors Moses in the Old Testament.  Moses is the 1 who had 3 close collaborators, Aaron and
his two sons.  He formed the 12 tribes of Israel and called down the Spirit of God upon 72 men
to help minister to the people of God.  Jesus followed this same pattern and the Church does as
well.  The Bishop is the one with close collaborators, the Vicar General, the Judicial Vicar and
the Chancellor.  He has the ordained priests leading parishes and he has called down the Holy
Spirit on all those confirmed so that you, like the 72, can proclaim the kingdom of God.

You have a great responsibility just like the 72.  If you don’t feel equipped, we need to work on
that as a parish.  This is why we started ALPHA and other follow up processes to help you be
equipped to proclaim the Kingdom of God.

Why do we want to proclaim the Kingdom?  Jesus sends us, yes.  But it is good news for a
world of people longing to hear it.  It is light for those living in darkness.  It is salt for a world that
has lost its flavor.  If we do proclaim the kingdom of God, I believe we will have many converts
just like in the early church.

It all starts with the fact that God knows and loves each person with a great tender love.  Will
you be salt for the earth, a light for those living in darkness?  If not you, who?


